Texas RioGrande Legal Aid - Austin Office (https://texaslawhelp.org/directory/iegal-resource/texas-riogrande-egal-aid-austin-office) [1]

must file an eviction case in Justice Court with a Justice of the Peace {a type of judge). A constable will serve you with the Iawsui_tf, i

______________________________________ e

and the first page will state the date of the trial.

that period, the sheriff and constable can remove you and your belongings,

Stay Pending Appeal

You have only five days to appeal the Justice Court's decision to the Couhty Court (the next highest court}). The five days include
weekends and holidays. If the deadline falls on a day that the Justice Court is closed (or is not open until 5:00PM), you can file the

If the eviction is for nonpayment of rent and you appeat with an Affidavit of inability to Pay, you must pay one rental period's rent

{per the judgment) to the Justice Court within five days of filing your Affidavit, and then you must pay rent every rental period
{usually monthly) to the county clerk until your appeal is decided. Pay within five days of the date it's due under the lease; i you

if you file an appeal bond (not a cash deposit) in a nonpayment of ren{ gviction, you must pay cne rental pericd’s rent into the
Justice Court’s court registry, but you do not have to pay additional rent into the County Court because of the filed appeal bond.

Paying Rent ’

If the eviction is for some reason other than nonpayment of rent, you should confinue to pay the rent to the landlord directly
to prevent eviction for nonpayment. If the landlord refuses to accept your rent, you should put i aside and not touch i, because
you will still owe it. :



Written Answer

file a written answer, the landlord may win by default. Your answer can be a simple hand-written letter asking for a trial and giving -
the reasons why you shouldn’t be evicted. '

i
H

1§ you did not appeal with an Affidavit of Inability to Pay, you must pay a filing fee to the County Court within 20 days after
receiving notice of the fee. If you can't afford the filing fee, you ¢an file an Affidavit of Inability fo Pay Costs.

Trial on Appeal

Your appeal means you will have a new trial in the County Court. The same evidence you used in Justice Court {papers,
witnesses, photographs) can be presented again. If you have new evidence, you can also present it. The judge will listen first to
the landiord's side and then to your side, and then make a decision about whether to evict. You alse have the right to ask
guestions of the landlord in court.

H You Lose the Appeal

You have 10 days to file a supersedeas bond set by the County Court if you wish o appeal to the court of appeals and remain in
possession. The process is complicated; consult a lawyer immediately fo discuss your next steps.

Forms
Below is a link to usefuf forms from the Texas Justice Court Training Center. These forms may help #f you 1} need to appeal your

Y%20Defendant.doex) [2]- Unless the JP court says otherwise, you have to pay a month's rent as bond to the court so you can
appeal. f you can pay a month's rent as bond, then your case can go o county court. If you pay the one-time appeal bond, you
do not have to make monthly payments to the court registry while your case is on appeal.

this to ask the JP court for permission to not pay a month's rent as bond befare your case goes to county court on appeal. If the
JP grants your fee waiver, you must pay rent to the court registry on time, every month while your case is on appeal. See
Texas Property Code Ch. 25.0053(b}. (hitps:{/statutes.capitol texas.gov/Docs/PRMM/PR.24 .him) [4]

Appeal — Notice of Hearing on Contested Statement of Inability to Pay Costs (hitps://gato-

docs.its.txstate. edu/jer:8a6f58de-1b25-437¢-8d47-
71285674ec68/Notice%200f%20Hearing%200n%20Contested%20Statement’%2001%20nability%20t0%20Pay%20({Appeal).docx)
[5]- After you file a Statement of Inability to Pay and get a date for the hearing to decide whether you have o pay before your

to the court registry on time, every month while your case is on appeal.

Answer (https://texaslawhelp.org/toolkit/covid-19-eviction-answer-toolkit) {7] - After you file the appeal bond and pay it (or

the JP court decides you do not have to pay before your appeal), you need to file an Answer with the County Court if you have did
not file one already with the JP court.

More Information

{http:/iwww.texastenant.org) [8].
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